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Dr. Aleš Štrancar se od svoje diplome leta 1987 na Univerzi v Ljubljani, Fakulteta za kemijo in kemijsko tehnologijo aktivno ukvarja z razvojem in vodenjem razvoja na področju kemijskih in biotehnoloških znanosti, najprej kot mladi raziskovalec na Fakulteti za kemijo in kemijsko tehnologijo, nato kot doktorant Biotehnične fakultete, kjer je 1997 doktoriral. Večino eksperimentalnega dela za svoj doktorat je opravil v biofarmacevtskem podjetju Octapharma z Dunaja, rezultat dela so trije mednarodni patenti in industrijska uporaba delov nekaterih tehnologij v omenjenem podjetju. V letu 2002 je Štrancar postal docent za področje zaključnih procesov v biotehnologiji na Univerzi v Ljubljani. 

Paralelno doktoratu je bil Štrancar od leta 1991 do 1998 direktor podjetja BIA d.o.o. iz Ljubljane, enega prvih privatnih raziskovalnih podjetij. Med drugim je podjetje v letu 1993 založilo knjigo »Biotehnologija«, prvo tako delo na področju biotehnologije v Sloveniji, ki se na Biotehnični fakulteti uporablja tudi kot učbenik. Eden raziskovalnih projektov podjetja BIA d.o.o. je bil razvoj CIM® monolitnih kromatografskih polimerov – »inteligentnih filtrov«. Po uspešni prvi fazi razvoja se je projekt v letu 1998 prenesel v odcepleno (»spin-off«) podjetje BIA Separations d.o.o.. Za novo podjetje je Štrancar pridobil tuje vlagatelje tveganega kapitala in poslovnega angela s Frankfurta, ki so v podjetje v dveh fazah, leta 1998 in 2003, vložili skupno 2,35 M EUR. 
Podjetje, ki ima trenutno 33 zaposlenih, od tega 2/3 raziskovalcev (7 doktorjev, 5 v fazi pridobivanja doktorata) v razvoj letno vlaga od 50-60% prihodkov. Na »8th Biotech and Finance Forum, November 29th, 2004« v Barceloni je bilo podjetje BIA Separations izbrano med 3 najbolj perspektivne za vlaganja tveganega kapitala. Podjetje je v letu 2003 pridobilo certifikat ISO9001: 2000 ter v letu 2002 uspešno prestalo presojo FDA iz ZDA. 
V letu 2004 so bili CIM® monoliti uspešno uporabljeni v multinacionalki Boehringer Ingelheim za prvi industrijski proces čiščenja plazmidne DNA – zdravila nove generacije – in omogočili 15 kratno povečanje produktivnosti v primerjavi s klasičnimi tehnikami. Proces je dobil nagrado »Technology Leadership Award« za leto 2004 od enega najbolj priznanih svetovalnih podjetij na področju tehnologij Frost & Sullivan (Priloga 1). Poleg razvoja industrijskih monolitnih kolon podjetje v konzorciju s partnerji iz Avstrije, Nemčije, Češke in Rusije razvija cepiva za SARS/gripo in ptičjo gripo. Konzorcij je za te projekte uspel pridobiti 18 M EUR sredstev v okviru Strep, Craft and IP projektov 6. okvirnega programa EU. Vsi projekti so bili med najbolje ocenjenimi v okviru posameznega razpisa.
Štrancar je soavtor tehnologije monolitnih kromatografskih nosilcev - »inteligentnih filtrov«, ki jo razvija podjetje BIA Separations in predstavlja pionirsko tehnologijo v svetovnem merilu (več o tehnologiji najdete na www.monoliths.com). Je soavtor 4  patentov podeljenih podjetju BIA Separations v ZDA, večjega števila evropskih patentov ter 4 svetovnih patentnih prijav. Izjemen uspeh, ki ga je podjetje doseglo na evropskem patentnem uradu v aprilu 2005 je tudi dobljena razsodba v postopku odvzema in razveljavitve patenta multinacionalke General Electrics, ki ga je BIA Separations sprožila v letu 2003 zaradi obrambe svoje intelektualne lastnine. Tehnologije, ki jih je skupaj s sodelavci razvijal, se med drugim uporabljajo na industrijskem nivoju v podjetjih BIA Separations iz Ljubljane, Octapharma iz Avstrije, Krka iz Novega mesta, Boehringer Ingelheim iz Nemčije,...
Je soavtor 45 znanstvenih člankov objavljenih v najbolj citiranih revijah na področju ločevanja in čiščenja molekul ter 6 poglavij o novih materialih in metodah čiščenja biofarmacevstskih učinkovin v različnih knjigah znanih svetovnih založnikov (Springer, Elsevier,..), predaval je na številnih svetovnih kongresih in simpozijih, prav tako je imel seminarje o čiščenju biomolekul s pomočjo monolitnih polimerov v številnih biotehnoloških in farmacevtskih podjetjih (Novartis, Aventis, Glaxo, Roche, Boehringer,..). Med drugim je bil Štrancar soorganizator: »18th International Symposium on the Separation and Analysis of Proteins, Peptides and Polynucleotides, November 1-4, 1998« na Dunaju, »20th International Symposium on the Separation and Analysis of Proteins, Peptides and Polynucleotides, November 5-8, 2000« v Ljubljani in »1st Monolith Summer School, June 6-9, 2004« v Portorožu. 
Od leta 2003 je Štrancar Predsednik Strokovnega Sveta za Tehnološki Razvoj pri Ministrstvu za gospodarstvo in od leta 2004 – 2005 član Sveta za Znanost in Tehnologijo pri vladi RS. Prav tako je član komisije za pripravo Nacionalnega Razvojno Raziskovalnega Programa 2004-2008, pripravil je osnutek poglavja »Uporaba in komercializacija RR dejavnosti - Prenos znanja v gospodarstvo« ter od leta 2004 – 2005 član upravnega odbora slovenske tehnološke agencije.
Štrancar je tudi Podjetnik leta 2005.
Priloga 1:

Frost & Sullivan Award Underlines Boehringer Ingelheim Austria GmbH's Technology Leadership 

LONDON, February 16 /PRNewswire/ -- For successfully leveraging technological developments, while simultaneously providing superior upstream and downstream processing contract manufacturing organisation (CMO) services to customers across the globe, Boehringer Ingelheim Austria GmbH, Vienna, Austria - one of the world's premier manufacturers of biotherapeutic proteins, plasmid DNA and antibody fragments - has been selected to receive the 2004 Frost & Sullivan Technology Leadership Award.

In pioneering a CMO service for the fermentation and downstream purification of plasmid DNA (pDNA), the company has established itself as the leading industry participant currently capable of producing pDNA on a large scale, and at current Good Manufacturing Practice (cGMP) compliant levels.

"As DNA-based gene therapy and gene vaccines move out of the research laboratory and into the clinic to treat a range of diseases, Boehringer Ingelheim Austria has spearheaded efforts to tap into the enormous market potential for the industrial production of pDNA," says Frost & Sullivan Research Analyst Phil Webster.

"The company is leading technology providers in the race to capitalise on the huge demand for new therapeutics by investing in an area which has received scant attention - technology innovation in downstream processing."

To cater to escalating demands for pharmaceutical grade pDNA, Boehringer Ingelheim Austria has designed an innovative production process using state-of-the-art technology. This process employs high cell density fermentation achieving high titres of up to 1 g pDNA per litre, followed by a powerful downstream process utilising convection interaction media (CIM) technology (developed in collaboration with BIA Separations, Slovenia) to produce pDNA of greater than 99 per cent purity.

"Customers will clearly benefit from the availability of pDNA in industrial production level quantities at low cost, high throughput and at over 99 per cent purity and suitability for therapeutic purposes," concludes Mr. Webster. "With gene therapy set to produce the next generation of blockbuster drugs, Boehringer Ingelheim Austria is ideally positioned as the CMO for the production of these drugs for therapeutic purposes."

In presenting Boehringer Ingelheim Austria with this award, therefore, Frost & Sullivan recognises it as a company whose innovating leading-edge concepts and excellence in all stages of the technology life cycle have helped it achieve landmark client applications.

Award selection was based on a combination of primary, secondary and technology research with leading market participants ranked against criteria such as significance of the technology in the industry, the ability of such technology to reflect changing end-user needs and offer enhanced value to customers, the number of competitors having similar technology, new product innovation and time to market.

About Frost & Sullivan

Frost & Sullivan, a global growth consulting company founded in 1961, partners with clients to create value through innovative growth strategies. The foundation of this partnership approach is our Growth Partnership Services platform, whereby we provide industry research, marketing strategies, consulting and training to our clients to help grow their business. A key benefit that Frost & Sullivan brings to its clients is a global perspective on a broad range of industries, markets, technologies, econometrics, and demographics. With a client list that includes Global 1000 companies, emerging companies, as well as the investment community, Frost & Sullivan has evolved into one of the premier growth consulting companies in the world.

Media Contact: Katja Feick Corporate Communications Frost & Sullivan Clemensstr. 9 60487 Frankfurt/Main Germany Phone: +49-69-77033-12 Fax: +49-69-234566 E-Mail: katja.feick@frost.comhttp://www.awards.frost.com/ About Boehringer Ingelheim 

The Boehringer Ingelheim Corporation is one of the world's 20 leading pharmaceutical companies. Headquartered in Ingelheim, Germany, it operates globally with 152 affiliates in 45 countries and more than 34,000 employees. Since it was founded in 1885, the family-owned company has been committed to researching, developing, manufacturing and marketing novel products of high therapeutic value for human and veterinary medicine.

In 2003, Boehringer Ingelheim posted net sales of 7.4 billion euro while spending more than one fifth of net sales in its largest business segment Prescription Medicines on research and development.

With two biotech sites for development and production, Boehringer Ingelheim is one of the leading companies with a strong reputation in production of biopharmaceuticals using mammalian cell culture, native and recombinant microorganism and yeast. Boehringer Ingelheim Austria GmbH, based in Vienna, is the center of competence for microbial fermentation technology. More info can be found at http://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/.

For further information: Boehringer Ingelheim Austria GmbH Dr. Monika Henninger Head of Customer Relations & Projects Dr. Boehringer-Gasse 5 - 11 A-1121 Vienna Phone: +43-1-80105-2141 Fax: +43-1-80105-2440 
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